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smaller than the state of New Jersey. The
coast line is about 200 miles long and deeply
indented, so that it contains a number of good
harbors. Along the coast there is a low plain
about fifteen miles wide, but the interior of
the country is traversed by mountain groups
and has a decidedly wild appearance. A
number of the peaks are volcanoes, the high-
est having an altitude of about 8,000 feet.
Izalgo has been active almost continuously for
more than 100 years. The rivers are few,
the most important being the Lempe, which
rises in Lake Guijar and flows southeast and
forms a part of the boundary between Salva-
dor and Honduras.
Climate. The climate along the coast and
in the valley is hot and in many places un-
healthful, but in the interior, among the hills
and mountains, it is equable and healthful.
There is an abundant rainfall.
Products and Commerce. The soil is usu-
ally fertile and most of the country is in a
state of cultivation. The principal crop is
coffee, the annual crop of which averages over
80,000,000 pounds, valued at about $13,000,-
000. Other important products are cotton,
tobacco, sugar cane and rubber. Gold, silver,
copper, iron and quicksilver are found, and
there are numerous mines in operation.
There are no manufactures. A line of rail-
way connects Acajutla, Santa Ana and Liber-
tad, and another connects San Salvador with
Santa Ana. Aside from this, inland trans-
portation is by draft or pack animals.
People and Government. Three-fourths of
the people are of mixed white and Indian
blood, and are called Ladinos, or Mestizos;
there are a few whites, and the remainder are
Indians. Education is free and compulsory.
Elementary schools are found in all parts of
the country; there are numerous higher
schools and a national university. Most of
the inhabitants are members of the Roman
Catholic Church but there is freedom in
religious belief.
The government is republican in form, the
executive consisting of a president and the
legislative power being vested in a single
chamber. The president is chosen for four
years and is assisted by a cabinet of four
members. For the purpose of local govern-
ment the state is divided into fourteen de-
partments. Salvador was formerly a pos-
session of Spain, but it revolted in 1821 and
'joined the Mexican Confederation. Two years
later it withdrew from this confederation and
 subsequently formed part of the Republic of
Central America. In 1921 it joined the new
Central American Federation.
Progress has been delayed by wars with
neighboring states and by revolutions and
counter revolutions at home. Yet the eco-
nomic development and stability of Salvador
are far in advance of those of the other Cen-
tral American states. A disastrous earth-
quake occurred in the spring of 1919, causing
great loss of life and property. The capital
and chief city is Salvador (which see). The
other cities of importance are the seaports of
La Libertad and Acajutla. Population, 1922,
estimated, 1,500,000. See central america.
SALVA'TION ARMY, one of the most in-
fluential religious bodies in the world. It is
organized on a semi-military plan and has
for its purpose the bringing of spiritual and
material benefit to those whom the Churches
do not reach. The organization is the out-
growth of a mission begun in East London
by "General" William Booth, in 1864. Booth
was a Methodist minister, and finding that
the Church did not sympathize with his work
among the poor, he began holding independ-
ent meetings in an unused graveyard, and
organized what was first known as the Chris-
tian Mission. The present name was adopted
in 1878. "With the name army came military
phraseology. Prayer was called knee-drill;
the leader, a general; evangelists, officers and
candidates, cadets. A semi-military attire was
assumed, and barracks were built. Total ab-
stinence is a condition of membership. The
object is to attract people who would not en-
ter church or chapel, and for this cause pub-
lic houses and prisons are visited, and open
air meetings are held. Since its organization
the work of the Salvation Army has been
expanded to include many kinds of activity,
all of which are carried on under two general
departments—the evangelistic and the de-
partment of social relief. The evangelistic
work lies at the foundation of all other ac-
tivities. In their meetings the Gospel is
preached in such simple language than even
those tmable to read can understand the mes-
sage, and strong spiritual and moral influ-
ences are brought to bear directly upon the
individual.
The department of social relief maintains
slum settlements, which have been likened to
"lighthouses on a dark and rocky coast;"
establishes rescue homes for the reclamation
of fallen women, and industrial homes where

